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Director's chair / James Collins I n his September 26 State of the University address, President John G. Peters recalled an outbreak of scarlet fever that swept the campus in 1907. At the time, a large group of students from the Philippines was attending NIU and had nowhere to go when the college was closed for a week to stem the epidemic. "When word of their dilemma reached the townspeople, families throughout the community took the Philippine students into their own homes to wait out the quarantine. And thanks to the rapid closure and dispersing of students, scarlet fever took no more victims at the college that year," Peters recounted.
It was just a side note to Peters' speech, but it serves to underscore the fact that the university has had academic links with Southeast Asia for more than 100 years. It is this relationship, stretching back to the very beginnings of the university, which anchors and informs the diverse activities of NIU's Southeast Asian studies program.
In just the past few weeks, the center has demonstrated the strength and depth of its linkages to Southeast Asia. The successful organization of the meeting of the Council on Thai Studies was preceded by an equally impressive International Burma Studies Conference (sponsored by our sister center, the Center for Burma Studies). We also received delegations from the National Institute of Development Agencies (Thailand) and the Islamic Institute of the National University of Malaysia. Even more exciting, the government of Thailand awarded the center a substantial endowment and research grant aimed at expanding our commitment to Thai and Southeast Asian studies. Thailand's Deputy Chief of Mission, Damrong Kraikruan, flew in from Washington, D.C., to present the gift. In his entourage was Narong Sasitorn, Thailand's consul-general in Chicago, whose own son is now an undergraduate student at NIU.
Undergraduate education is a special mandate for NIU. The U.S. Department of Education's four-year Title VI grant officially designates the center an undergraduate National Resource Center. This semester, 42 undergraduates at NIU are enrolled as Southeast Asian studies minors. But we need to do more-and we are. The dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences recently authorized the appointment of a half-time teaching assistant to assist the center in expanding undergraduate opportunities to enroll in the introduction to Southeast Asia: Crossroads of the World course. Beginning with spring semester, there will be not one but two sections of Crossroads for students to choose from.
Furthermore, the recent election of the officers of the Southeast Asia Club has brought undergraduates into the planning and implementation of student activities. In cooperation with the Department of History, plans are now being set for an undergraduate research grant to explore the history of NIU and its connections to Southeast Asia. The center is also working continued on page 2
Thai government awards $100,000 to CSEAS

By Brett McCabe
While he was director of the University of Hawaii's Center for Southeast Asian Studies in the early 1990s, Jim Collins worked with NIU professors Jim Henry (computer science) and fellow linguist Patricia Henry (foreign languages and literatures) to develop Indonesian language projects aimed at improving the teaching of Indonesian. After moving to Malaysia in 1995 to teach, the Chicago native kept his eye on NIU and the work in Southeast Asian studies being done here.
"In subsequent years I noticed that Southeast Asian studies at NIU had expanded and improved, so when I heard of the search for a new director of the NIU Center for Southeast Asian Studies, I was quite interested," Collins says. "I knew that NIU had already made a lot of progress, and I thought maybe I could be part of this remarkable growth. "
He's been happy with what he's seen so far. "The level of cooperation with departments in and outside the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences has exceeded my expectations," Collins says. He is particularly impressed with the commitment of the chairs of all involved departments, his proactive dean, and the enthusiastic support of the associate provost in the Division of International Programs. Collins notes that they have all helped him assess the goals and directions of the center. He is also impressed with the enthusiasm of the center's staff to take on new tasks, he says, "even though they are already overworked. "
Collins is focused on making sure that CSEAS secures renewed Title VI funding from the U.S. Department of Education by submitting a strong renewal proposal in 2009. To achieve this, he says, the center needs to carry out all of the projects outlined in the current grant, and to expand the center's goals, innovate, and engage in more cooperation with universities in the area and internationally.
The center is in the midst of organizing a March 30 colloquium on Islam in Southeast Asia and Southeast Europe. The one-day colloquium, which will be cosponsored by the Center for East European and Russian/ Eurasian Studies at Collins' alma mater, the University of Chicago, will offer new comparative perspectives about Islam and society in these two regions.
"In today's modern age," Collins notes, "cooperation is absolutely important to the center, especially because the center is NIU's primary link to international scholarship. " In addition, he says, close cooperation with other universities will open doors for NIU graduate students.
Collins is also intensely interested in bringing more students into the CSEAS orbit, especially undergraduates. The center was named by the Department of Education as an undergraduate National Resource Center for Southeast Asian studies, he notes. This means CSEAS should develop more classes and opportunities for undergraduates to learn and write about Southeast Asia.
In spring 2009, a second section of the Southeast Asia: Crossroads of the World survey course will be opened to ensure that undergraduates have the opportunity to enroll. Collins is also exploring the idea of setting up an undergraduate fellowship for students interested in writing about the links between NIU and Southeast Asia.
The new director has brought a variety of management skills and his reputation as a scholar to bear on strengthening Southeast Asian studies at NIU and to ensuring that the center's legacy remains strong. "[The center] must be completely flexible," Collins says. "Whatever comes our way is ours. " 
Southeast Asia librarians
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By Grant Olson
Visitors from Thailand joined Thai scholars from the Midwest and beyond to share an abundance of information and to challenge each other with new ideas at this year's Council on Thai Studies (COTS) conference held October 24-25 at NIU.
Celebrating 175 years of Thai-U.S. relations, the conference gave particular attention to this bilateral relationship. An unprecedented response brought us a wealth of presentations, about 30, with more than 60 people in attendance. COTS has traditionally been a venue in which budding graduate students can present work in progress, and this year was no different. There was an openness to sharing and a willingness to consider criticism.
Since the schedule was very tight, we attempted to seamlessly blend good food with scholarly interaction. Our generous sponsors allowed us to forego registration fees (a hallmark of COTS) and to keep attendees together over meals and snack breaks. Over lunch on Saturday, we blended our meal with a rousing keynote talk by Achan Tanet Charoenmuang (Chiang Mai University) on what he called the current Thai "political mess. " This year's conference started on a positive note with the announcement that the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs had approved a $100,000 gift to NIU to enhance Thai studies. The grant will become part of an endowment that will help fund numerous scholars, students, and initiatives related to the study of Thailand and its neighbors. See page 1 for details.
We would like to encourage Thai scholars to join us for next year's COTS conference, which will also be held at NIU. COTS meetings are traditionally hosted by NIU and the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Islam at the Edges: Southeast Europe and Southeast Asia, March 30, NIU
Anthropologists, historians, linguists, and religious studies specialists will be on campus for this colloquium sponsored by the Center for Southeast Asian Studies and the University of Chicago's Center for East European and Russian/Eurasian Studies. The aim of the gathering is to bring these perspectives together to explore the links between Southeast Europe and Southeast Asia as they have played out in the history and development of the Islamic world.
Insight made tangible continued from page 3
Historical Commission. In addition to his reflections on the state of historical research in Myanmar, Professor Toe Hla offered memories of his time as a graduate student at NIU. The Division of International Programs honored him earlier in the week with a reception as a distinguished alumnus.
The conference offered the opportunity for scholars working on Burma/Myanmar to present their latest research and interact with colleagues. The "Historical Buddhisms" panel questioned the prevailing assumptions on the state of knowledge of pre-modern Buddhism; the Art History panels presented new findings on decorative and functional art. There were a number of panels focused on ethnic minority issues, including two panels on Shan cultures that brought together scholars working on both sides of the Thai-Burma border. Two panels focused specifically on contemporary issues: a round-table discussion of the problems of the proposed constitution and the final panel discussing difficulties and insights from the humanitarian response to Cyclone Nargis.
The conference is presented every two years by the Burma Studies Group and the Burma Studies Foundation, the parent organizations of the 12-year-old NIU Center for Burma Studies, the only academic Burma studies center in the country. The conference alternates locations between North America, Europe, and Asia. NIU and the center serve as host every four years. The conference was made possible by generous support of the NIU Graduate School, the Center for Burma Studies, the Burma Studies Foundation, and a grant from Drs. Oscar and Lillian Handlin. For more conference details, including the abstracts of most presentations, see www.grad.niu.edu/burma/BURMA_confpage_3.html.
Alicia Turner is an instructor in the Department of History.
Fall conFerences (continUeD) FacUlty news anD notes Among the courses I teach, one in particular focuses on the development of cultural competency in serving Asian American families. As a discipline, I believe family and child studies provides an exceptional and unique lens for contextual analysis of how forces such as immigration and acculturation affect gender roles, parent-child relationships, marital patterns, child-rearing practices, and other family dynamics. Those issues are extremely important to Asian families because family is the primary social unit and source of identity for many of them. Frequently, we focus our attention on immigrant and refugee families from various Asian backgrounds.
A few years ago, I received funding from the Center for Southeast Asian Studies to transform the Asian American Families course to include more Southeast Asian American experiences. For most of our students, the Asian American Families course is the first time they are exposed to immigrant and refugee issues. This course offers a space for the students to learn culture, history, theories, techniques, and specific concerns faced by Asian refugees and immigrant families. I seek to ground students with a much larger theoretical orientation; to expose students not only to those frameworks fundamental to providing service to the culturally different, but also to increase their knowledge and skills about the specific Asian groups included in the course. More importantly, students have the opportunity to learn how contemporary immigration and refugee populations have redefined the Asian American experiences in present-day American society.
As a field that focuses on application, we often rely on multidisciplinary knowledge. Students can benefit from an interdisciplinary approach by learning the historical, sociological, and economic backgrounds of various groups; resettlement/immigration policies adopted by the U.S.; the determents and outcome of post resettlement/immigration adjustment, intervention, and evaluation; ethical and moral considerations of conducting research with refugee/immigrant groups; religious diversity, etc. Because there is no unified Asian American experience, I believe collaboration from various disciplines is essential. The comprehensive understanding we have on Asian American family life is imperative for developing policy and has tremendous implications for practitioners delivering services to these families.
In an effort to tailor some of this training that our students receive, and in light of the many refugees from Burma/Myanmar moving into the area, I teamed up with Professor Eric Jones (history) to think about ways we could equip our students with the cultural content knowledge possessed by both the Center for Southeast Asian Studies and the Center for Burma Studies. Professor Jones, FCNS student Wendy Kraft, and I presented a paper, "Bringing the Humanities to Humanitarian Causes: Burma and Asian Immigrants," in September at the 2008 National Refugee and Immigrant Conference in Chicago. In the paper, we explored various ways of bridging the gap between the sites of academic areaknowledge production and venues where that information could be most useful. We hope to jump-start the sharing and dissemination of both centers' area-specific training with applied and professional programs, especially those dealing with Asian refugees. In the fall, the club hosted a get-acquainted outing to Jonamac Apple Orchard in the nearby town of Malta, Illinois. Graduate student Daniel Pojar, Jr. organized the event, which included apple picking, a hay ride, a trip through the corn maze, and all manner of apple refreshments at this local fall favorite. In November, Southeast Asian fashions, food, and cultural entertainment were in the spotlight at the club's Southeast Asian Culture night at Wirtz Hall. Coming up in spring, the club will hold its annual Southeast Asian studies student conference March 20-21 on
Sherry Fang is an associate professor in the School
Alumni in their own words: Scott Ferstand
After completing my Thai language requirement as a junior at NIU, I went on to complete a minor in Southeast Asian studies. Shortly after I graduated in 2003, and with the assistance of then-CSEAS Director Susan Russell (anthropology), I went to Washington, D.C., to intern at the U.S.-Thailand Business Council for the summer, where I worked with a Thai woman who eventually moved back to Thailand. In fall, I returned to Chicago. A few months later, my former colleague and her family warmly welcomed me after I decided to move to Bangkok. I arrived there knowing only her and with only $800 in my pocket. She and her family helped me to find a job teaching English to young Bangkok businessmen. After a rough start teaching, and working to improve my pedagogical skills and my proficiency in Thai, I was hired by Rangsit University, where I spent four great years teaching English. In addition to paying my salary, the university gave me a full scholarship to study for a master's degree in bilingual education. After completing my master's in spring 2008, I came back to Illinois to look for a job in the United States. In August, I accepted a position in Washington, D.C., at the Royal Thai Embassy. I work for the information and cultural affairs division, helping to spread Thai culture throughout the U.S. along with other responsibilities, including interpreting for Thai officials who visit the nation's capital. As far as I know, I am the only American working at the Thai embassy. I credit my education at NIU and the support and encouragement from the Center for Southeast Asian Studies for the career success I have enjoyed. 
Southeast Asian Studies Culture Night and Student Conference March 20-21, 2009 Northern Illinois University
The Southeast Asia Club of Northern Illinois University announces a call for papers for its March 21, 2009, student conference on Southeast Asian studies, which will begin with a Southeast Asian culture night on March 20. We are accepting papers pertaining to our theme from undergraduate and graduate students in all disciplines. Once accepted, the papers will be read by a panel of judges who will choose the best undergraduate and graduate papers. 
FLAS Fellowships 2008-09
Coral Carlson (Ph.D. candidate, history) • research explores cross-cultural trade and contacts in two time periods: the ceramics trade from China and Southeast Asia to Europe between the thirteenth and fifteenth centuries, and the fashion for Khmer sculpture in the West during the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Sean Dolan (master's degree candidate: anthropology; philosophy)
• research explores aspects of globalization through examination of the halal foods industry, specifically, the creation of an industry hub for halal foods in Malaysia and its effects on production and consumption of halal products in the United States. Levine (M.A., political science, 2007) , who spoke September 5 on upcoming Indonesian elections for the center's brownbag lecture series, is general manager for business development and administration for the Indonesia-based Globe Media Group/ Lippo-Karawaci. Globe Media handles six print publications, a pay television service, and Internet business. Over the summer, the company launched a new English language newspaper in Indonesia, competing against the venerable Jakarta Post. Levine is also working as a media consultant for Van Zorge, Heffernan and Associates, a respected consulting company based in Jakarta.
By Jorge Barroso By Brett McCabe
Since the fourteenth century, the Malay language has been written in Jawi, a writing system based on Arabic script with six additional characters for sounds not spoken in the Arabic language. I encountered Jawi script when I joined Professor Eric Jones' history study abroad program in Malaysia and Singapore in May 2007. I was immediately interested because it gave me the chance to use my Arabic writing skills to enhance my study of Malay. When I was traveling in Malaysia, I was struck by the variance in Jawi use depending on the area of the country. In Kota Bharu, for example, Jawi is seen on nearly every street sign, billboard, and shop sign in the city. However, as the Pahang State Museum observed, "For a long time now our people have almost forgotten the role of the Jawi script in daily life-be it as a tool for learning or communication" (Ahmad Farid Bin Abdul Jalal and Yaakub Bin Isa 2005:7).
Indeed, although Jawi is found in Southern Thailand, the Malay Peninsula, Brunei, Indonesia, and the Southern Philippines, its use is in rapid decline. Although the earliest evidence of Jawi in the Malay world was found in a stone inscription from Trengganu dating to 1303, throughout its 700-year history the role of Jawi in Malaysia and elsewhere has changed significantly. Since at least 1968, Jawi has all but vanished as a source of information, communication, and innovation.
My research is focused on the circumstances of Jawi's decline as a source of information and its contemporary role among Malays. This is a broad topic; however, there are a number of avenues to follow. In 2004, [now CSEAS Director] James T. Collins conducted preliminary empirical research to interpret Jawi script as an identity-marker in the state capitals of Kelantan, Trengganu, and Pahang. He found a deep generational gap in the use of Jawi to convey information, but a revival in its use to mark ethnicity and power.
While traveling in Malaysia, I was able to extend Collins' research. I found exceptions to his generalizations because Jawi is sometimes still used as a source for disseminating information. For example, the State Mosque in Kuantan has a large sign at its entrance explaining where the prayer room and the library can be found. Moreover, office rooms and classrooms are labeled in Jawi without Roman script Malay. In Kota Bharu, again at a mosque, there is a sign on the gate written both in Jawi and Roman script Malay. The messages in the two different scripts, however, did not convey the same information. Only those who can read Jawi would know the difference. Other than these exceptions, and a few materials found in local bookstores, Jawi is usually presented side by side with Roman script Malay.
In conducting this research, the most rewarding part of traveling in Malaysia is encountering its diverse peoples and cultures. Southeast Asia certainly lives up to its reputation for hospitality. I stayed with friends and their families more than half the time. Had I not met these individuals, my travels would have been much more difficult. Experiencing Malaysia, its peoples, and its cultures is something everyone should have on their to-do list. The spread of religions, colonial influence, and pluralistic ethnicityfeatures that many students only read about-floods every part of your mind and senses when you are there.
Even on the east coast, in the more "Islamic" states, you can find Protestant churches near mosques. In Kuala Lumpur, Chinese Buddhist temples, Hindu temples, and mosques line the streets of the same city blocks. Portuguese men on the Straits of Melaka play acoustic guitars and sing "That's Amoré," and Malaysian Sikhs will take you through Melaka to places "not found in any Lonely Planet Guide. " Indeed, once you visit Malaysia, you will spend the next academic year making plans to return.
Brett McCabe is a graduate student in anthropology.
Southeast Asian Studies Culture Night and Student Conference
March 20-21
The Southeast Asia Club will kick off its student conference weekend with a celebration of Southeast Asia culture on Friday night, March 20, followed by the conference the next day. The conference theme is "Blending Borders, Mixing Margins: Hybridity and Fluidity in Southeast Asian Communities. " Papers from undergraduate and graduate students of all disciplines are now being accepted. One-page abstracts are due December 1. Final drafts are due February 13. For details, contact conference coordinator Sarah Wiley at 630-670-5703 or e-mail SEA.conference.2009@gmail.com.
Islam at the Edges: Southeast Europe and Southeast Asia
March 30
The center hosts this colloquium cosponsored by the University of Chicago Center for East European and Russian/ Eurasian Studies. Details will be posted on the center website (www.cseas.niu.edu) as they develop, or call 815-753-1771 for information.
around that sometimes the biggest difficulty is deciding where to go. Once a destination is chosen one must be prepared to experience unbelievable things. I never imagined that I would ever ride an elephant (Chiang Mai), or see the biggest flower in the world (Cameron Highlands), or swim at night in the ocean (Koh Samet), or sing in public (Melaka).
Going to Thailand and Malaysia has changed my life in many ways. This trip has given new direction to my academic goals. At first, I was a bit skeptical about the smoothness of the programs, but I learned along the way that they have been carefully designed so that the country is the classroom. It was such a wonderful experience to get lectures on important local issues from native academics and high officials. It was also exciting traveling from one city to another, contemplating spectacular views. Furthermore, it was amazing to actually be at the historical sites (temples, museums, ruins) we talked about in our presentations. It is nice to get a sense of a country's culture from a book, but it is even better when it comes from the people themselves.
Jorge Barroso is a graduate student in political science.
